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— Sharon Fleck, President, Roxy™ Therapy Dogs

One word that best sums up Roxy™’s 2023 is Growth. Our reach has grown and we 

have been able to touch the lives of countless more children through our programs. 

Our organization has grown as we have welcomed not only new board members but 

new volunteer teams as well. This growth has undeniably strengthened our impact on 

the children in our community and enabled us to take steps as an organization to 

work toward sustainability. We want to make sure we are here for the children we 

serve for many years to come!

A VERY vital component of our sustainability as an organization is YOU, our donors. 

It is no exaggeration to say that we could not do this without you. Being an all-

volunteer, donation-dependent nonprofit is somewhat of a rarity these days and your 

continued faith and support has enabled us to positively affect the lives of so many 

children! As we enter our 19th year (19! Can you believe it?!), we are so grateful for 

your support over the years, and we look forward to working together to ensure that 

the Roxy organization is able to continue to provide comfort and support to our 

community’s children for at least another 19 years.

From Roxy’s President

Sharon and her Roxy dog, Bleu
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About Roxy

Retrieving hearts at 
Gayman Elementary School
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SECONDARY SCHOOL
STRESS RELIEF

STUDENT SPECIALIZED 
SUPPORT

Roxy’s flagship program gives 
young readers a chance to read 
aloud to a furry friend on a 
regular basis. Dogs don’t judge 
or correct, but serve as a 
calming influence, building 
students’ confidence, improving 
reading skills, and fostering a 
love of reading.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
READING INSPIRATION

Students in Autistic, Multiple 
Disability, Life Skills, Learning 
Support, and Emotional Support 
classes benefit from regular Roxy 
visits that help them maintain a 
sense of calm, well being, openness 
to stimuli and learning while 
increasing social competence and 
empathy.

High school students 
struggling with stress and 
anxiety benefit from the 
much needed support and 
compassion provided by 
Roxy visits as part of Stress 
Management classes, 
organized support groups, 
and during exam times.

6 Programs 
to Comfort
& Support 
Children
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ROXY™
RESPONDERS

PEDIATRIC 
COMFORT

At the Bucks County 
Courthouse, our dogs comfort 
children navigating Dependency 
Court or who are victims of 
violent crime. Children are able 
to relax and remain calm with a 
dog by their side. On occasion, 
dogs are invited into the 
courtroom.

COURTHOUSE
COMPANIONSHIP

Roxy teams bring joy to 
children in hospital and 
healthcare settings. Roxy visits 
calm patients’ fears, give them 
a break from medical 
procedures, and ultimately 
speed the healing process.

Children feel comforted by 
the soft fur, understanding 
eyes, and calm demeanor of 
a Roxy Responder dog 
during stressful times 
associated with a traumatic 
event in the community.

6 Programs 
to Comfort
& Support 
Children
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Diane Smith
Founder
Retired Senior Sales 
Professional

Sharon Fleck
President
Community Member

Catherine Refice
Board Chair
Regional Director of Financial 
Assistance, 
YMCA of Bucks County

Rachel Holler
Board Vice Chair
Assistant Executive Director, 
Bucks County Intermediate Unit

Rob Marchand
Board Treasurer
Agency Owner,
Allstate Insurance Company

Denise Cronin
Board Secretary
Community Member

Melissa D’Amato
Learning Experience Manager,
Newell Brands

Thomas Donnelly
Attorney,
Antheil, Maslow and 
MacMinn, LLP

Nancy Flanagan Kelly
Guidance Counselor,
Central Bucks High School East

Cheryl Luginbuhl
Community Member

Phyllis Mikolaj
Vice-President of Sales, 
Administration
MetLife 

Liza Fisher Norman
Owner/Founder,
InspirED School Marketers

Advisors

Susie Danzis
Certified Dog Trainer/Owner, 
Training Tails Dog Training

Sean Diver
Business Strategy Professional

Hollie B. John
Attorney,
Jacobson & John, LLP

Stacee Paley
Clinical Psychotherapist, 
Owner, Stacee Paley and 
Associates Counseling

2023 Board of Directors

Retrieving hearts at the 
Doylestown LibraryRetrieving hearts at Mill 

Creek Elementary School
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Phyllis Mikolaj
Director of Schools

Melissa D’Amato
Director of Courthouse Companionship 
Program

Joyce Rivas
Director of Roxy Pediatric Comfort 
Program at Doylestown Health

Tracey Vazquez
Director of Roxy Pediatric Comfort 
Program at Pedia Manor 

Sharon Fleck
Director of Secondary School Stress 
Relief Program

Andrea Dadigan
Director of Roxy™ Responders Program

Volunteer Administrators
Catherine Refice
Director of Volunteers

Maddi Fleck
Associate Director of Volunteers

Rob Marchand
Director of Advancement

Volunteer Program Directors

Retrieving hearts 
at Central Bucks 
West High School
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Roxy Volunteers: 
We Couldn’t Do It Without YOU!
Jill Beach
Julie Bending
Lori Benner
Barbara Blasko
Susan Bulsza
Eileen Bruchak
Steve Carver (Zak)
Andrea Dadigan
Deborah Deeken
Colleen Dey
Donna Doan
Stacy Donnelly
Dani Edgar
Shirley Elrod
Kathy Evans
Lisa Farin
Maddi Fleck
Sharon Fleck
Cathy Flemming

Jill Freitas
Sandy Friter
Steve Glabere
Daire Goettler
Brenda Gouldey
Wesley Gouldey
Irene Hendrix
Anne Hoy
Eileen James
Mary Lacquaniti
Mary  LaValley
Ken Law
Mary Alice Loeffler
Linda McCrillis
Casey McCullion
Sue Mihalchick
Phyllis Mikolaj
Joyce Nash
Liza Norman

Penny Parkin
Bob Peck
Robin Petkunas
Karen Pirrone
Nancy Riva
Joyce Rivas
Denise Rue
Marie Sankus
Nancy Schaetzke
Rachael Simon
Maggie Sivak
Judy Snyder
Maureen Sullivan-Bahr
Nancy Sumberaz
Tracey Vazquez
Kerry Wargo
Suzanne Zak (Carver)
Mary Zucal
As of 11.27.23

Retrieving hearts 
at Kutz Elementary School
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Anya
Athena**
Atticus
Bambaroo
Bandit**
Bentley
Bleu
Bliss
Bodie
Bonnie Jean
Brodie
Brody
Buddy
Buddy
Bullitt**
Cali
Cedar
Chance

Cody
Cooper
Cru
Daisy
Dizzy
Douglas
Finnegan*
Freddy
Freida
Gwynne**
Halley
Hazel
Holly
Horton
Josie
Katie
Kerri**
Lexie

Louie
Lowen
Lucy
Luke
Luke
Mac
Maggie
Maple
Marshall
Maya
Mila*
Missy
Missy
Molly**
Nacho
Obi
Oliver*
Ozzie

Pip
Piper*
Pippen
Rebel
Reilly**
Ripley
River
Rocket
Roger 
Sadie
Scarlett
Shay**
Skylar
Sunna
Sydney
Teagan
Teddy B**
Teddy V

Theo*
Trixie
Tucker
Tucker
Tukka
Walter
Wilma
Zoey

Our Invaluable Roxy Dogs

As of 11.27.23

* Rainbow Bridge

** Retired

Retrieving hearts 
at Buckingham Elementary School
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2023 Highlights

Retrieving hearts at Gayman Elementary School
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New Roxy Club 
at CB South

After 19 years of invaluable service to our community, Roxy’s 

founder, Diane Smith, retired in December 2023. Through Roxy 
Therapy Dogs, Diane forever changed the landscape of the 
curriculum in Central Bucks School District, pioneered a program to 
comfort children in the Bucks County court system, made therapy 
dogs available to children in healthcare settings, and much more.

Diane’s vision (which began with one class at Gayman Elementary 
and one dog — the original Roxy, a Boykin Spaniel) has grown into a 
501c3 nonprofit, all-volunteer organization with 70 teams and 20 
volunteers without dogs that brings comfort and support to 3,200 + 
children per week in the greater Doylestown area.

We wish Diane all the best in her well-deserved retirement. We are 
forever in her debt and will carry Roxy into the future with Diane 
always on our minds and in our hearts.

A tribute to Diane will take place in Summer, 2024.

Diane Smith, Roxy Founder, Retires

Retrieving hearts since 2005, Diane Smith and the original Roxy.
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Healthcare Facility Visits: After a 3-year absence due to COVID, Roxy is back 
at Pedia Manor, and we couldn’t be happier. Sadly, our visits to Doylestown 
Hospital ended when the pediatric unit was removed in 2023.

(Above) Roxy Clubs: Now there are Roxy 
Clubs in all three high schools since CB West 
formed one this year!

Roxy In The News: We are 
proud to appear in the 
media and this year we 
enjoyed features like 
these: Tap Into Doylestown 
and Jay Spaziano Real 
Estate and Lifestyle
magazine. 

Roxy Around Town

Roxy on Parade!: Roxy took part in the 2023 
Doylestown Memorial Day Parade with the 
RoxyMobile leading the way. 

https://www.tapinto.net/towns/doylestown/sections/giving-back/articles/how-roxy-therapy-dogs-is-helping-students-in-central-bucks-schools?fbclid=IwAR1BjHQo3-WbnM3-xwrIFNnzCeUNLebEjl3tTvB0zenKwDutnnvXPseQVAQ
https://issuu.com/lyncserve/docs/js-magazine-spring-2023
https://issuu.com/lyncserve/docs/js-magazine-spring-2023
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New Roxy Club 
at CB South

Roxy 
Volunteer 
Appreciation

Our teams were 
recognized for their hard 
work this year with a 
complimentary 
photography session, 
courtesy of Kelsey Hartell
Photography, for their 
therapy dogs.  

Look at these amazing, 
hard-working dogs!
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New Roxy Club 
at CB South

• Boy Scout Troop Talk, Chalfont
• Bucks Arts and Barks Fest, Warminster
• Bucks County Community College, Quakertown
• Bucks County 911 Emergency Call Center, Ivyland
• Central Bucks South High School Shops at South, Warrington
• Central Bucks School District Events, Central Bucks area 

(Holly Jolly Express, Holiday Photo fundraisers, etc.)
• Delaware Valley University, Doylestown (Animal Assisted 

Activities Class, Animal Life-Line Club, Pre-Vet Club, Mental 
Health Night, Psychology Club) 

• Village Improvement Association Fair, Doylestown 
• Doylestown Memorial Day Parade, Doylestown
• Friends of Doylestown Library Reading to the Dogs,  

Doylestown

2023 Community Events 
Roxy appeared at the following events at the request of the organization

Retrieving 

hearts at 
Bucks Arts 

and Barks 

Fest
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New Roxy Club 
at CB South

• NOVA (Network of Victim Assistance) Upstander Day, Dublin
• Pennsylvania State Police Community Event, Dublin
• Won Institute of Graduate Studies, Warminster
• Worthwhile Thrift Dog Days of Summer, Plumsteadville
• Solebury Day Camp, New Hope
• Special Equestrians Therapeutic Riding Center, Warrington 

(Camp and Wine Event Fundraiser)
• Strayer Middle School, Quakertown
• Windmill Summer Day Camp, Doylestown
• Woman’s Place Valentine’s Day Party, Doylestown
• United Friends School, Quakertown

2023 Community Events (con’t.)

Retrieving hearts at The Village Fair
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Roxy’s Impact

Retrieving hearts 
at Groveland Elementary School
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Courthouse Companionship

I can't say enough about this extraordinary 

organization and their dedicated NOVA-trained 

volunteers. They have always been accessible and 

professional partners, providing an invaluable service 

for everyone involved, but most importantly, the 

children. We look forward to working with them for 

many years to come.”

—Itzamir Perez Pagan, Victim/Witness Coordinator, 
Office of the Bucks County District Attorney 

“
IMPACT STATEMENT

Retrieving hearts 

at the Bucks 

County Justice 

Center
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IMPACT STATEMENT

Bridge Valley Elementary has had the good fortune to work 

with Roxy Therapy Dogs for many years. We’ve had teams 

visit our classes from kindergarten through sixth grade and 

our Autistic Support Classes. The comfort and joy brought 

to our school by Roxy have made a significant impact on 

our students. It is evident in the student’s smiles when they 

see the dogs in the hallway or get a chance to read to them 

in their classroom. We are very thankful to have them as 

part of our Bridge Valley community."
—Katie Melberger, School Counselor, Bridge Valley 

Elementary School

“
Elementary School 
Reading Inspiration

Retrieving hearts 

at Linden 

Elementary School
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The Roxy dogs provide such joy and comfort to Central 

Bucks High School West community. Both students and 

teachers enjoy spending time with the dogs during lunch and 

learn. The doggy photobooths have brought students, 

teachers, and administrators together and provided 

opportunities for fun and laughter. In addition, the faculty 

has found that having the Roxy dogs during state testing 

days has provided a much-needed opportunity for students 

to destress. We are grateful to the Roxy Teams for sharing 

their dogs with our school!”

— Kim Payne, CB West Roxy Club Advisor

Secondary School Stress Relief

“
IMPACT STATEMENT

Retrieving hearts 
at Central Bucks 
High School 
West



Roxy™ Therapy Dogs 2023 Annual Report / 20

IMPACT STATEMENT

Retrieving hearts at 
Groveland Elementary

Student Specialized 
Support

‘Patient, calming, friendly, and loving’ describe 

Mr. Steve and Tucker who have visited the 

Multiple Disabilities Classrooms for years. 

Tucker teaches our students to tolerate being 

near an animal and feeling safe, or interacting

with and petting Tucker nicely. Then there are our 

friends who CAN NOT wait for a snuggle session 

with Tucker. Thanks to these two the mutual love 

is hard to miss and the smiles are priceless!”

— Colette Hennessy, Special Education Teacher, 
Groveland Elementary 

“
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Brody and I enjoy our visits to Pedia Manor. The children 

there are unlike others we visit at the schools or 

courthouse...and make them so special. Most are non-verbal, 

but that does not matter to Brody - he's non-verbal, too! The 

children enjoy getting the soft tactile sensation that only a 

furry coat can provide. Although many of the children may 

'seem' unresponsive, Brody senses their needs and 

approaches them gently. They respond with a change in 

facial expression or movement. What a gift to be able to 

work with these children!”

—Mary Lacquaniti, Roxy Volunteer

Pediatric Comfort

“
IMPACT STATEMENT

Retrieving hearts

at Pedia Manor
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IMPACT STATEMENT
Retrieving hearts
at Upper Bucks 
County Technical 
School

Upper Bucks County Technical School had the 
most loving dogs come and visit our students 

during a time of grief and sadness. The dogs 

brought much-needed smiles to their faces. I 

would definitely recommend Roxy's dogs and 

owners to anyone going through a hard time. 

Roxy's dogs and owners were there for us!”

— Jenn Rubin, School Counselor, Upper Bucks 
County Technical School

Roxy™ Responders

“
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Financials

Retrieving hearts at Jamison Elementary School
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2023 Financials

$ Amount Percent

Program Expenses 5,423.26 21.48
Administrative Expenses 11,521.72 45.64
Fundraising Expenses 8,298.86 32.87
Total Expenses 25,243.84 100.00

INCOME

EXPENSES

$ Amount Percent

Business Contributions 2,455.00  10.66 
Grants Received 500.00 2.17
Individual Contributions 17,613.33 76.50
Other Income 2,456.40 10.67
Total Income 23,024.73 100.00
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Thank you, Donors

Retrieving hearts
at Buckingham 
Elementary School
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Gold Paws ($2,500-4,999)

Ametek
The Nicholas & Eileen Hearne 
Foundation

Silver Paws ($1,000-2,499)

Aarati & Paul Martino
Alice & Tom Sparks
Allstate – Rob Marchand
Anonymous

Bronze Paws ($500-999)

Linda McCrillis - 2023 BCCACW –
Women’s History Month Award Winner 
designates proceeds to Roxy
Iris Rothman & Shannon Brown 
Ferguson

Sustaining Donors

Thomas Donnelly
Jill Fein
Nancy Flanagan Kelly
Sharon Fleck
Jennifer Harrington
Linda McCrillis
Robert Mellon
Patricia Morrison
Max Rose
David Rozzelle
Tiffany Schaible
Jennifer Shelly
Diane Smith
Cheryl Luginbuhl

2023 Donors

Retrieving hearts at the 

Bucks County Library

Thank 
You!
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Consecutive Donors 
(5 or more years)
Anonymous 
The Nicholas and 

Eileen Hearne Foundation
Denise Cronin
Mary Ann Crozier
Tom & Stacy Donnelly
Jill Fein
Sharon Fleck
Jennifer Harrington
Alberta & John Heap Sr.
Rachel Holler
Lisa & Ed Keidat
Doris Langerman

Cheryl Luginbuhl
Linda McCrillis
Robert Mellon 

for Businesses
Patricia Morrison
Liza Norman
Max Rose
Jennifer Shelly
Diane & Riley Smith

Businesses and 
Organizations
Allstate Foundation
Amazon Smile
Ametek
Anonymous
BCCACW - Women's History

Month Award Committee
CB South Shops at South Event
CB West Roxy Club
Gayman Elementary School    

Friends
Johnson & Johnson Matching

Gifts Program
Jules Thin Crust LLC
Stitchin’ Witch
Warrington Woman's Club

Thank 
You!

2023 Donors

Retrieving hearts at 
the Shops at South
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Linda Agasar
Braggyna Aguila
Karen Alman
Brian Ammerlaan
Monica Anderson-Katelas
Lisa & Griffin Bamford
Irene Blair
Tina Bosworth
Deborah Buono
Noel Cabrera
Edna Cadorna
Mary Lou Corbett
Shari Corrigan
Amelia Davitt
Diana De Hoyos

John & Diana DeVaul
Adrienne DiGiovine
Pauline Donovan
Diana Driscoll
Shirley Elrod
Andrew Evans
Janet Faber
Sandi Feller
Andi Garback
Robert Garbowsky
Debora C Gentile
Karen Germann
Catherine Getchell
Loretta Gray
Terri Haggerty

Robin Henkin
Mark Hoffman
Renee Hrin
Natalia Ingerman
Eileen James
Marlena Janis
Kaya John
Wayne Johnson
Rob Kasprow
Ruth Katz
Jo Ann King
Fran & Howard Kleiner
Mary LaValley
Annie Lee
Chris Lewis

Friends and Supporters

Thank 
You!

2023 Donors

Retrieving hearts at 
Gayman Elementary 
School
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Eric Lipsman
Claudia Maul
Marianne McClay
Margaret McCool
Susan McDowell
Shontai McGlon
Curt McMillen
Phyllis Mikolaj
Rhonda Miller
Hazel Morgan
Linda Munnelly
Joy Nash
Sacha Marie Pastuch
Joseph Pryor
Adina Rauch

Angelina Refice
Tawanda Roach
Susan Rogers
Priscilla Ryan
Kathryn Sadowski
Cathy Sauer
Jonathan Schatz
Angelique Schriver
Esther Schroeder
Dan Seidman
Barbara Senick
Joshua Senick
Deborah Sharp
Moya Shea
Theresa Sheehan

Luke Sladicka
Laura Stapf
Erin Sternberg Jensen
Rhonda Stevens
Barb Timberz
Linda U'Selis
Rona Williams
Nancy Zoromski
Zandy Zucchero
Andrea Zveibil

Friends and Supporters (con’t.)

Thank 
You!

2023 Donors

Retrieving hearts at 
Strayer Middle School 
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What does Roxy do with the funds that are raised 
from our generous supporters if you are an all-volunteer 
organization?

Your donation covers:

• New therapy dog team recruitment
• CBSD School Program fees and supplies
• Roxy Responder community outreach supplies
• Courthouse Companionship fees and supplies
• Fees for outreach events to benefit local communities
• Communication
• COE courses and video library
• Electronic newsletters
• Insurance

Where Do 
The Funds Go?

Retrieving hearts at
Special Equestrians
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Roxy Has Earned 
Your Trust
Roxy earned the Candid (formerly 
Guidestar) Gold Seal of Transparency
again in 2023.

Less than 5% of non-
profits registered with 
GuideStar are recognized 
with a Gold Seal—the 
leading symbol of non-
profit transparency and 
accountability.

See our profile on Candid.

Retrieving hearts at
Mill Creek Elementary School

https://www.guidestar.org/profile/27-1404044


Roxy™ Therapy Dogs 2023 Annual Report / 32

Volunteer
With Or Without A Dog

Create a Facebook Fundraiser
For Roxy

Follow Roxy
On Social Media

Spread the Word About Roxy 
To Family, Friends, and Organizations

Donate or Become a Sponsor
No Contribution Is Too Small

Help Us Help Children

Retrieving hearts at the 
Doylestown Library

https://www.roxytherapydogs.org/volunteer-with-a-dog
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RoxyTherapyDogs/
https://www.roxytherapydogs.org/
https://www.roxytherapydogs.org/make-a-donation
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Thank you for 
helping us 
help children

Retrieving hearts at
Gayman Elementary School
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To volunteer, request a team, or learn more, visit:

www.roxytherapydogs.org 

To donate, go online or scan the QR code:

P.O. Box 136 Danboro, PA 18916

info@roxytherapydogs.org 

https://www.roxytherapydogs.org/
https://www.roxytherapydogs.org/make-a-donation
mailto:info@RoxyTherapyDogs.org

